"Raising Abel!" 

Text: Gen. 4:5, "But for Cain and his offering He had no regard. So Cain was 
very angry and his countenance fell." 

>-,rripture Gen. 4:1-15 

(Joke or illustration to begin) 

Prom the story of Cain and Abel there is a lot that is said, but there is 
also a lot that is left unsaid. ; ./e read in the first part of this 4-th chapter 
how Abel w a s a keeper of sheep and Cain was a tiller of the ground. One is 
a shepherd and one a farmer. Both worthwhile and reputable occupations. 
Then we read how C-,in beought an offering of the fruit of the ground and 
Abel brought of the firstlings of his flock as an offering to God. Then 
we read that the Lord had regard for Abels affering, but that lie had no re- 
gard for the offering of C„in. 'There have been several theories presented 
as to wfexxik±xx how and why the Lord would regard one and not the other. 
The first theory is that Abel brought an animal offering that could be sac- 
-'ficed, and it required the shedding of tha animals blood for the cleansing 
of sin, and since what Cain bfiought was probably cereal or grain as an offer- 
ing, it was not the proper type of offering. Now if this theory is correct 
we must ask the question, "./here does it state that Cain and Abel were told 
to bring an animal offering?" The answer of course is that this is not a 
part of the text, and it is not spelled out as such. 

A second theory advanced is that toat Abel brought was an animal without 
spot or blemish and what Cain brought to be offered to the Lord was less than 
the vevj best fruit of the ground. 'This is a more plausible explanation and 
would explain why God would have regard for the offering of Abel and not 
have regard for the offering of Cain, xfexx It is also from this theory 
that we derive our thinking about bringing the very best we have to God. 
But along with this we can also see the logical progression of sin in 
w world and in the life of man, stemming from the original sin of Adam and 
Eve in the garden. We read in the 5th verse, "Bat for Cain and his offering 
he had no regard. 3o Cain w a S very angry and his countenance fell." Thus 
we see the firstfruits of sin. We see not only outward anger, but we see 
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hatred and jelousy as well„&All because someone is looked upon with more 
do 
r or. Now I xKKist not mean to imply that Abel was more special in the sight 

of God, and thereby received special regognition, but by this story we must 

realize that something Abel did, placed his offering ahead of that of Gain. 

Hence, we must believe that on the strength of what we read, Abel's offering 

must have been better than that of Cain, If we look at the progression of 

feelings that Cain must have lived through, we can see that each one of them 

is still with us today and need to be dealt with in our lives. 

Cain must have had an intense feeling of jealousy because of the statement, 
"and his countenance fell." In other words he was dissapointed ±h because 
his offering was not received by God in the same as Abel's. Thus Cain was 
giving vent to an intense feeling that if left uncontrolled, gnaws and eats 
at a person's very insides until it erupts in some flagrant act toward the 
person to whom it is directed. ./ebster's dictionary defones jealousy as 
r neone who is "resentful, or envious." St. ChrysCetom says, "as a moth 
gnaws a garment so doth envy consume a. man." 

From all of this we can readily gather that jealousy is something from 
which we need to be delivered before it consumes the individual completely 
and leads to dire consequences, 

Cain was guilty of an overwhelming hatred for his brother Kk for we read, 
"So Cain was very angry. " Anger is another emotion that needs to be con- 
trolled. Uncontrolled anger has perhaps feeen responsible for more deaths and 
bodily injury than perhaps any other emotion. Victor Hugo once said, "^ride 
robs me of God, envy of my neighbor, anger of myself." So from this one 
short verse we can see that Cain became inflamed with jealousy, anger and 
a consuming hatred for his brother. So much so, that he lured him out into 
a field and killed. him. Thus we can see where Cain's actions separated him 

om God, And even to this day what is it we say when someone is involved 
in flagrant wrongdoing? We say he or she is "liaising Cain" do we not? 
Sometimes we accompany the statement with laughter as though it is something 
funny, which it isn't. We say of a young fellow that "He has to sow his wild 
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oata," or that he has to "Raise Cain," but does he? Is it right for us to 

5S off sin and misbehaviour with inane remarks such as that, or to let it 

go as boys will be boys, or girls will do those things? Should we not 

instead be striving to teach our children and ourselves to "Raise Abel"? 

Wouldn't it be better for all concerned if we strove to emulate the good 

brother instead of the bad one? 

W all have fallen heir to the sins of the flesh because of our early 

forfathers, but just because we are heirs of sin, does not mean that we 

need to wallow in it to know what it is. There are those who would lead us 

to this kind of thinking. & Because of it we have all kinds of loose living 

today. We have free love, free sex, the new morality and all of the other 

poor excuses for flagrant sin which are ranroant on the scene today. Young 

ask or fellow 

people i&i± us, "How can I know that I can live with a certain girl unless 

unless we first live together for a while without getting marriedS" ,/e 

Id that ysmig people must experiment with drugs to know how to avoid them. 

If we follow this equation to its logical conclusion, then I suppose I 

need to go out and rob a bank in order to know what stealing is. Or I must 

murder someone in order to know enough not to kill. All of which makes no 

more sense than any of the other aurguments that can be used to salve the 

who 
conscience of anyone i;kxk wants to flagrantly sin and do wrong. But God 

tells us through Paul in the letter to the Romans, "The wages of sin is 

death," and this certainly was what took place in the episode of Cain and 

Abel. And whteher we want to admit it'oor not it happens in the lives of 

each one of us when we disobey what God would have us to do. 

^KXlSHXxthtHkXMKXHIHXHStxga^ciHSXaxpxiEKXXHLEXHXHXXtarfe 

(Illustration Leonardo DeVinci and two models) 

,ie may think we are hot paying a penalty for sin, but we are. From 
lis illustration we can see that sin leaves its mark in some way upon the 
sinner. Perhaps it is not always evident on the exterior physical features, 
but it distorts smt wrinkles,thHxsEm±x ami twists and warps the soul. 



Sullivan 
Clarke 



i ll with Thee" 



Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised: 

in the city of our God, in the mountain of His 
holiness. 

ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHJRCH OF WRIST 
Butler, Pennsylvani a 
Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost October 20, J yjk 

Rev. Ralph C. Link, Pastor 
Mrs. Marjlyn Stephenson, Organist 
Mr, Ralph Cocpeh, Choir Director 
Paula Stephenson, Brian Kenned v - Acolytes 

~~"~"~ - oroer~of"worsh7p' TT7oo A.M." 

Prelude Music: "The Lost Chord" 

IT TRANQU I LIT*" 
Si LENT PRAVER 

♦Processional Hymn No. 5° "$tjll, 
♦Ascription - Choral Amen 
♦Exhortati on 

♦Confession (In Unison) "Have mercy upon us, Geo, according 
to thv loving-kindness ' t according to the multitude of thy 
tender mercies slot out our transgressions. w*.sh us thorough" 
lv from our iniquities, and cleanse us from our sins* for we 
acknowledge our transgressions, and our sin \b ever before ue. 
Purse us and we shall be clean' wash us and we shall be whiter 
thaw snow. Create in us clean hearts, God, and renew a __ 
right spirit with us. cast ub not away from thy presence, 

and take not thy holy spirit from us. amen." psalm [jl 

*Kyrie (Choir, CoNQREOATION and Pastor) 
♦Assurance of Pardon - Choral Amen 
♦Praise 

*Pastor- '0 Lord open our lips. 

♦People: And our mouth shall show forth thv praise 
*Doxology No. 55' 
Scripture Lesson: Genesis U: 1-15 
Hymn Mo. 875 "0 Love of God most full 11 
♦Affirmation of our Faith (Apostles* Creed) 
♦Glqri a Patri 
♦Call to Prayer 

♦Pastor! The Lord be with you. 
♦People: And with thy spirit. 
♦Pastor: Let us Phay* 
♦Prayer and Prayer Response 
Baptism of Infant - Jennifer Marie Sybert born Sept. 5 
to Mb. & Mrs. Robert Sybert 

"Autumn" Stickles 



Solo: "In the Image of God" Peterson 

- Von Maloney 

Sermon; "RAISING ABEL I' 

Prayer and Lord's Prayer 
♦Hymn of Dedication No, 2&9 "Soldiers of Christ, arise" 

{Standing for all ti-.ree verbes) 
♦Benediction and Three Fold Amen 
Organ PostludeJ "Postlude in F" Tmygerbon 
------ ^--- ♦Congregation Standing — — — — — 

The Lovely Flowers on the Altar have seen placed by 
Mr. & Mps. Guv Armstrong in memory of "Loveo Ones". 
Serving as Ushers today are: ♦Paul Rtemer, Daryl TaIt, 

John Dreher, Gary Penar, Don Kingsley. 
Deaconess Mrs. Ann Williams will represent Council at 



YOUTH FELLOWSHIP - e*CH youth is 



Offer 1 ng 

Offertory 



THE DOOR TODAV. 

TONIGHT - 7:00 - 

ASKED TO BRING A STAPLER. 

MONDAY - 7:3a - FIDELITY RIBLE CLASS MEETING, 
WED, - 7:30- CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION CONM. MEETING. 
Nursery wiul be provioed today by Mfb. Margaret Covert 
and Patty Basehore. 
The attendance last Sunday was 212, 
— 'Hospitalized: Miss Clara Shakely, Mrs. Elizabeth 
y " Clark, BCMH ; Everett McCanoless ~ West Penn H ep. 
Pitts.; Led Baldauf - VA Hospital. 
We woulo like to extend our Congratulations to 
*"--, Mr. & Mrs , Covle Fowler who are celebrating their 
S UOth Wedding Anniversary today - Best Washes. 
World Community Day - Friday - Nov. 1st at Grace 
Lutheran Ghu»ch - 7-J0 P.M. Subject -"They Have A 
Dream" sy Mrs. Oakley Weaver. Sponsored by Greater 
Area Council of Churches. 
~>A baby girl was born To Mr. & VhS . Larry R. Falkner, 
k\ Carol Drive Saxonburg 16056 - Oct. 1st, North 
Hills Passavant Hosp. (Mrs. former Ann Stroup) 
I iaoulo like to thank the Council Members for voting 
to support me i n my trip to Oaytona Beach next March 
for the evangelism seminar. Without their support, 
J could not attend. - - - Thank you, Deb Melton. 
Rev. Granville Coopeh was made Chaplain of Sunnyview 
Home - he ib so happy and we are happy for HIM. 

on Service 



) 



^--,Next Sunday - 3:QO P.M. - Special Communis 

FOR THE SHUT-INS t AT THE CHURCH. 

) 



from all tins we gather jea± something ITom wmcn 
need B delivered B4 consumes individ completely & 
khh± leads dire circun. 
C Tuilty overwhelm anger, read, '^So was very angr^ 

An b er nother emot need control 
Uncontrolled anger perhaps been respons more deths 
bo ly injury any other emot* 
Vic Hugo "iride robs me of Sod, envy of my neighboi 
anger of myself." 
j'rom this short vs'c inflame jeal/anger/consum anger 
4 brother > e b.i ■ ■ 
Go much so, he lured bros field kill him 
' action separate from G. 

■;von 2 this day when some 1 in wrongdoing what 
do say? 
lite say, "ile/she r^ise C," do we not? 

Sometimes we laff as tho funny which isn't. 
We say bout young fellow, "Bust 30W wild oats." 
or, "He must raise C." 
But does he? 
Is rt us say boys B boys, or girls d° those things 
Is rt us pass off sin this way? 
Should we not insted B strive teach children/selves, 
"Kaise Abel? 

VJouldn't B better all concern we strove emulate 
good bro3 insted bad 1? 
We all fall heif sins flesh Bcause ^fathers, 
but just cause we heirs sin, does not mean we need 
wallow in it, 2 know what it is. 
There those who lead us this kind think, & because 
of i we have all kinds loose living 2day. 
We nave free love/free sex/new morality & all other 
poor excuses flagrant sin which rampant on scene 2ds 
Yg peop «,sk us, "How can I know I can live with cert 
girl unless I 1st live 2gether no get married?" 
WE H told yg peop must experiment drugs know hoa to 
avoid them. 
If we follow this equation to logical conclusion, I 
suppose I need go out rob bank know what steal is. 
Or, 1 need murder somel know what kill is, 
All which make no more sense than other arguments 
can 3 used salve conscience anyl who wants flag- 
-.-mtly do wrong -•- sin. 
a. tell un thru - . in iiomans, "The w ages of sin is 
deth. " 
"this Bert took place episode G. 



' -iaising Abel!" 

Text: Gen 4:5, " But for Gain and his offerin g He 

Ea3 no ro p.r ; . jo Jain was very 
ma countenance fell." 

-Scripture Gen. 4:1-15 

story Cain/Abel lot said, lot left undaid 
We read 1st part 4th chap A shepherd/Cain farmer 
1 keeper sheep/other tiller of ground 
Both worthwhile reputable occupations. 

Then read G brot offer fruit of ground 
&. A bring Istlings of flock as offer to G. 
flead Lord had regard for A i offer, then TEXT (reai 

Jeveral theories as why A accepted & C not 
1st A brot animal offer & did not 
Animal could B sac Sg shed blood cleanse from sin ' 
J brot grain/cereal offer & not proper offer 
If theory correct, ask, "./here does state fi A to 
bring animal offer?" 
Answer: this not part text E= not spelled out here. 

2nd theory: A brot animal no spot blemish G; C brot 
second km best of what he had. 

is plausible &, explain why S regard A, & not C. 
Also from this we derive bring best to G. 

Along all this we C logical progression sin in world 
& in man life stemming from orig sin Ad/Eve in garde] 
we read (Text), 
thus 1st fruits sin 
We 8 not only outward anger/but C hatred/jealousy 
all cause some 1 looked on more favor 

Do not mean imply A more special site of G, 
hut must realize . Something A did placed his offer 
ahead of G's offer. 
Hence, must believe A offer better than C. 

If look G's feelings G they still with us 2da;/ i 
need dealt with 
C must had intense feel jealousy Bause statement, 
" and his countena n ce f sU.. " 

Other words, he dfssapointed cause offer no recei 1 
like A's 
Thus G give vent intense feel if left uncontrolli 
gnaws/eats persons very insides 8c erupts fla^r.qn- 
/ act to person whom directed 

ivous diet define Jeal as somel who resentful/envious 
Ghrysostom "As a moth gnaws a garment, so doth envy 
consume a man." 



<& wuHuuer we au.wj_T? or nou, ±u nappens m lives 5 " 
each, us, when we disobey God have us do, 

(illustration Leonardo DeVinci & 2 models) 
'.'/ m-,y think no pay penalty sin, but we £© 
Iro-n this illus we C sin leaves mark someway upon 
3' ar. 
Terhaps it not always evident exterior pays feeturi 
but distorts/wrinkles/twists/warps soul. 

But prob with man always been he equates life that 
of others. 

We look life of C exclaim, "I do things that wrong, 

but I no guilty murder my bros." 

Perhaps not, but we can B so overcome jeal, we defame 
somel life/charadter we all but kill physically. 
We may show so much hatred 2 nother, we not only fil 
selves such poisonness thots that stunt Xpian growth 
but may unwittingly cause somel do something rash 
by our rumors or gossip. 

Me may Bcome so filled an:;er we provoke somel lash 
out 2 nother in violent words/deeds. 

Yes, may not be guilty as G, 

but we all capable his deeds in diff ways equl dedly 

But as all such area life, there chance live act as 
should. 
We need not resign selves be separated from G as C 
4 even tho G bansih from presence of G, still he 
no destroyed, w i L 
This indication G not will destroy His creation. 

Je -ay assur. pardon, "G has no pleasure deth of 
wic^ d, but that wicked turn from his way ? s live." 
TEis only poss by come 2 Sp. confess sin & trust 
Him 4 forgiveness , 

But also means we each must begin "Raising Abel. " 
lives, insted "liaise Cain." 
Anyone can "Raise Gain" but takes person wants live 
as Xpian to "Raise Abel. A . 
& thus by "Raising Abel" we show we followers Xp. 
So we can not only live this way in our lives , but 
we can pass it on 2 our fams, /friends. 

Let us all strive live anew by "Raising Abel." 
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Shirley & Ralph Charles Link, Nancy Link, Dale with Lianne his wife, Lloyd Link with Karen his 1 

Jessica in front of Ralph C. Link 

Ethan and Alicha in front of R. Dale and Lianne Link (the eldest son & family) 








Ralph C. Link 
153 Keck Road 
Sarver, Pa. 16055 
(412) 352-1103 




Born : 

Married 

Wife: 


April 9, 1929, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

December 15, 1951 
Shirley Margaret Neill 
Born: December 8, 1930, Pittsburgh, Pa. 




Children : 


Ralph Dale Link, born May 11, 1955, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Lloyd Alan Link, born May 28, 1958, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Nancy Lynn Link, born March 15, 1961, Butler, Pa. 


SCHOOLING: 


Graduated from Perry High School, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
June 1947 






Lay Ministry School, Penn West Conference 
Church of Christ, September 1965 to May 


of United 
1969 






Commissioned Lay Minister June 1969 








Lancaster Theological Seminary, Lancaster 
September 1970 


, Pa. , 






Graduated from Lancaster Theological Seminary May 1974 






Ordained to Christian Ministry March 10, 


1974 


PASTORATES 


As Lay Minister: short term, 1 month or 1 
various churches 1965 to 1967 


ess in 






Emlenton Lamartine Charge of United Church 
1967 to 1969 


of Christ 






Short term in various churches 1970 until 
entrance July 1970 


Seminary 






July 1970 to December 1973 Student Pastor 
Charge, New Bloomfield, Duncannon, Pa., 
Conference, United Church of Christ 


at Trinity 
Penn Central 






December 1973 to present, St. Paul's United Church of 
Christ, Butler, Pa., Penn West Conference, United 
Church of Christ 



PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph C. Link 



I am the youngest of five children. I was born just prior to 
the onset of the Depression. Our family was very poor. My father 
was an alcoholic and my mother was a very religious person who was 
searching for the Lord. During my childhood she did her best to 
teach me the things of the Lord. Later in life she came to a 
personal relationship with Him. 

I grew up in the Evangelical and Reformed Church where 
salvation by grace alone was not preached nor taught. I knew all 
about Jesus, what He did, how He lived, His miracles, His death 
and resurrection, but I didn't know Him personally. 

My life had many ups and downs and all the while I was 
attending church and striving with my good works to please God. 
At a very low point in my life when we were deeply in debt and my 
wife and three children were all ill, I came to the crossroads. I 
watched a Billy Graham Crusade on television from some distant 
city and the message he preached seemed to be directed right at 
me. I wrestled with making that commitment to Christ, but didn't. 
The next afternoon and evening at work on the 4 to 12 shift I came 
to the conclusion that I needed to make that commitment to Christ. 
It seemed like there was no other choice if life was to have any 
meaning. That night when I came home from work at 1:00 A.M., I 
laid face down on the living room floor and told God that I 
couldn't live my life in my own strength and I accepted the gift 
of salvation from my Savior Jesus Christ. My life has never been 
the same. 

Through several meaningful circumstances I was called by God 
to serve Him in the Christian Ministry and to help spread that 
wonderful message of salvation through the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ. What a wonderful and rewarding time it has been and I 
give Him all the praise for my salvation and the opportunity to 
serve Him. 



STATEMENT OF FAITH 

OF 

Ralph C, Link 



I believe the Bible, both the Old and New Testaments to be 
the inspired inerrant Word of God. I believe the Bible is the 
complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men and it 
is the final authority for the Christian faith and life. 



I believe in one God, who is eternally existent in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 



I believe in the Diety of the Lord Jesus Christ that He is 
true God and true man. I believe that He was born of the 
Virgin Mary, that He lived in sinless life, that He performed 
the miracles recorded in Scripture, that He died on the cross 
as a sacrifice for our sins, that He bodily arose from the 
dead, that He ascended on high where He is at the right had of 
Almighty God as our intercessor. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit and that He comes and indwells 
each believer at the time of conversion. I believe that He 
lives in each believer to lead, to instruct, and to convict so 
that a believe may live a more godly life. 

I believe that through the shed blood of Jesus Christ and 
through His resurrection, this is the only ground for 
justification and salvation for all who receive Him A Lord and 
Savior and to such as receive Him, they are born of the Holy 
Spirit and become children of God. 



I believe water baptism and the Lord's Supper are 
ordinances of the Church but are not means of salvation. 



I believe in the personal and premillennial and imminent 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 



I believe in the resurrection of the dead, for the believer 
to resurrection of life and joy with the Lord, for the 
unbeliever to resurrection of judgement and everlasting 
punishment . 



